
Meet	the	Evolutionary
Genomics	Unit

Studying	Termites	and	Cockroaches	at	OIST



Principal	Investigator
• Thomas Bourguignon	(Belgium)
• Termite	Phylogenetics	and	Taxonomy



Endosymbiont	Evolution (Microbiome)
• Lucia	Zifcakova (Slovakia	- PostDoc)	and	Jigyasa Arora	
(India	– PhD	Student)
• The	gut	microbiome	of	termites	and	how	they	digest	wood



Mitochondrial based	Taxonomy

• Menglin Wang	(China	– PhD	Student)
• Using	high	throughput	sequencing-generated	data	to	study	mitochondrial	
DNA	the	historical	biogeography	of	termites



• Ales	Bucek (PostDoc - Czech	Republic) - Transcriptomics!

•how	termites	evolved	 their	sophisticated	chemical	defense	arsenal,	
•how	do	they	interact	with,	and	adapt	to,	a	range	of	parasites



Crystal	(South	Africa - Technician)	– Lab	Technician	and	Genome	Assembler!




